The prevalence of renovascular hypertension is 0.1-0.8% in an unselected hypertensive population. The two most common causes are atherosclerotic disease and fibromuscular dysplasia; the latter accounts for 25-33% of cases, of which 10% are bilateral. 1 Fibromuscular dysplasia is most common in young women in the third to fourth decade, or in children, and its aetiology is unclear. There are, however, five different histological types of fibromusculr dysplasia: medial fibroplasia (70%), perimedial fibroplasia (17%), intimal hyperplasia (12%), medial hyperplasia (8%) and periarterial hyperplasia (rare). 2 The classical radiological string-of-beads appearance is caused by alternating areas of stenosis and aneurysmal dilatation (Figure 1) . Usually the distal two-thirds of the renal artery is affected, but may extend into the intrarenal branches. Lesions may also occur in carotid artery, coeliac axis, mesenteric and iliac vessels. Although rarely causing any symptoms or complications, spontaneous dissection of the renal artery has been described.
